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THE KORCHEN TREK 

 

Grade: Moderate  
Land-only duration: 12* days Kathmandu – Kathmandu 

* For those with more time, this trek can also 
be combined with the Siklis trek. 

Trekking days: 7 
Maximum altitude: 3200m (option to 4000m) 

Minimum numbers: Requires just 4 participants to guarantee these 
departures at the advertised price. 

Dates and prices: Our latest dates and prices list is available at 
www.catreks.com or from the CAT office. 

 

 
 

   



 

 

Korchen is the name of a rounded summit on a ridge lying south of Machhapuchhare, one 
of Nepal's most beautiful and most photographed mountains. Though lower in altitude, 
Machhapuchhare, its fish tail shape pointing skywards, appears to dwarf the mighty 
Annapurnas, which are ranged to the west and east. The panorama of these awesome 
peaks, viewed from Korchen's summit in the pale light of dawn or bathed in evening sun, is 
a sight that few will forget. 
 
On this short, but incredibly scenic trek, we walk up the ridge route to Korchen. We trek 
through forest and open pasture, with tantalising glimpses of the peaks ahead as an 
incentive to keep going. We camp two nights at Korchen, which allows for a full day of 
exploration further up the ridge for those who want the greater challenge of reaching 4000 
metres and even more incredible views. After trekking back down the ridge, we descend to 
the valley, which is deeply scarred by several spectacular gorges. Walking to the trailhead, 
we pass Buddhist Gurung villages, set among rice paddies and cornfields. 
 
This wonderful trek is the result of an extensive reconnaissance visit to the Annapurna 
region in 1999, in which we walked many of its forgotten trails to search out new and 
exciting trek itineraries. We believe there to be few other one-week treks of this calibre on 
offer.  
 
At the end of the trek there is time to relax in Pokhara and Kathmandu, before flying home 
to the UK. There is also the option, for those who wish, to visit Chitwan National Park 
instead. One of Asia's greatest wildlife sanctuaries, Chitwan is home to the tiger, one-
horned rhino, gharial crocodiles, deer, monkeys and many hundreds of interesting bird 
species. 
 
 
 

• Land-only prices:  

The cost of flights, in particular those to Nepal, are less predictable than they used to be. 
Airlines now request full payment upfront. As a result, we will quote you a land-only cost, 
and quote separately for the cheapest flights we can find at the time of your booking.  We 
will, however, require full payment for the flights prior to booking them.  If you prefer to 
search for alternative flights yourself, we can sell you the trek at the land-only price.  

 

• Important note – minimum numbers:  

Before booking flights, please note that this trip requires a minimum of 4 trekkers before 
we can guarantee the departure at the advertised price. Please note that should you 
decide to book your own flights, it is essential that you check with the Community Action 
Treks office to ensure that the departure is guaranteed before committing financially to any 
flights or travel arrangements. 

 



 

 

OUTLINE ITINERARY 
 

Walking and journey times are approximate 
 
 
Day 1 Arrive Kathmandu  

Transfer to hotel. Rest of the day free. 
 
Day 2 Free in Kathmandu  

Explore the fascinating city of Kathmandu, with 
its temples, and markets or take an optional 
excursion (this can be booked locally through 
out Nepal Office) into the Kathmandu Valley. 

 
Day 3 Kathmandu to Pokhara  

Morning flight to Pokhara and drive to the start 
our trek at Hyanja 1100m, crossing the clear 
waters of the Mardi Khola by a suspension 
bridge at Mardi Pul. This half day of trekking 
takes us up the valley to the Gurung village of 
Ribban.  

 
 Day 4 Ribban to Odane Hill  

6/7 hours walking  
We make our way up the ridge to Odane Hill 
2511m where we have our second camp. 
Already we will start to get some of the 
legendary views, which are a feature of this 
trek.  

 
Day 5 Odane Hill to Khumai   

6/7 hours walking  
We now join the main ridge which we will see 
stretching ahead of us. We follow the crest of 
the ridge, passing various kharka (open 
pastures) from where there are stunning views 
in all directions. Annapurna South 7219m lies 
to the left, Annapurna II 7937m and 
Annapurna IV 7525m to the right, while up 
ahead and appearing to dwarf all three is the 
'fishtail' peak of Machhapuchhare 6993m. After 
lunch at Simre Kharka, we climb steeply up the 
open grassy ridge to camp the next two nights 
at Khumai 3000m.   

 
Day 6 Korchen Peak 3682m and exploration day  

7 hours +  
  We leave camp early for the walk up Korchen 

Peak 3682m to catch all the mountains in the 

early morning light. Here some of the most 
magnificent mountains in the world are ranged 
in a 150 degree arc. If you are feeling strong, 
you CAN continue up the ridge towards Mardi 
Himal, before turning back to Khumai camp.  

 
Day 7 Rest Day  

To explore at leisure or to just soak up the 
incredible views of the area. 

 
Day 8  Khumai to Diphrung  

4/5 hours walking  
We make our way back down the main ridge 
and then cut down a side ridge to the valley of 
the Seti Khola, through patches of 
rhododendron forest, which in spring lend a 
splash of colour to the landscape. Camp near 
Diphrung 1305m, a village of Gurung, Magar 
and Buddhist Tamang peoples.  

 
Day 9 Diphrung to Ghachok and drive to Pokhara 

3 hours walking  
Following the Seti Khola downstream we pass 
the village of Ghachok, from where we 
continue mostly on the flat to Hyangja and the 
end of the trek 3 hours. We then have a short 
drive to reach Pokhara, where we check into 
the hotel and enjoy a welcome hot shower. 
Pokhara is a lovely lakeside town, which is a 
great place to relax at the end of the trek.  

 
Day 10 Free in Pokhara  

Explore at leisure, take a boat trip on the lake 
or shop for crafts.  

 
Day 11 Fly to Kathmandu  

We fly back to Kathmandu, where we are met 
and return to our hotel. The rest of the day is 
free in Kathmandu. 

 
Day 12 Depart Nepal   

Transfer to Kathmandu airport for your 
international flight. 

 

 
 

Important Note: Whilst we expect that the trek will run as per the itinerary, participants should accept 
that there is a possibility of changes being necessary subject to local conditions. 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 
The Price Includes: 

 Journeys by air between Kathmandu and Pokhara, including airport taxes. 

 Transfers between Kathmandu airport and hotel accommodation 

 Accommodation for 3 nights in Kathmandu and 2 night in Pokhara in rooms with 
shower and w.c. and inclusive of breakfast 

 Participation in the trek as per itinerary inclusive of full board, camping equipment 
(not sleeping bags), services of porters (15 kg load per participant); Sirdar (head 
guide) and kitchen staff; trekking permit 

 
Not Included: 

 International flights 

 Nepalese visa (please refer to our document “Preparing for your trek: Nepal” for 
latest prices) 

 Meals other than breakfast in Kathmandu and Pokhara 

 Travel Insurance 

 Tips 

 Items of a personal nature such as drinks, laundry, telephone calls and souvenirs 
(allow approximately £250 spending money) 

 
Options:  

 Extra nights are available in Kathmandu in our group hotel, and in Pokhara in our 
choice of accommodation.  

 Extension packages can also be organized in Nepal, Tibet or Bhutan. Please refer 
to our Himalayan extensions dossier for more details. Extensions should be 
arranged to booking international flights. 
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